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fisheries & water resources policy Committee

Chair: J.D. Strong (Oklahoma)

Vice-Chair: Jim Fredericks (Idaho)

Date: September 10, 2020
Time: 1PM – 4 CST
110th Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies Annual Meeting
Virtual
Agenda

1:00
 
Call to Order/Review Agenda
1:05

Introductions

1:10

Approval of Minutes for the 2020 North American Meeting
· Approved with no changes, unanimous.
1:15
Review Committee Charge 
· Discuss, develop and recommend Association positions related to: Federal laws, regulations and policies concerning water uses, aquatic habitat conservation, fisheries resources and related funding for such programs. Fisheries management practices and emerging issues (e.g. climate change) for both freshwater and marine resources.
1:20

Report from Subcommittee and Working Groups

· Subcommittee on Water – Jason Olive, AR / Jon Sjoberg, NV
· Water webinar review – water databases from across the country – Link online for all materials 

· Workgroup to collaborate with presenters to develop a matrix of water data

· IFC – AFS ISF Training and Conservation Center – MSCG applied for by group

· FWCA 

· Do not change act

· Education and workshop training items needed

· AFWA workgroup or subcommittee – Discussion point

· Drug Approval Working Group – Alan Johnson, IA / Kevin Kwak, CA
· Access is going slowly

· CAR Pit and Estradiol added to primary drug list

· MOU between federal partners and signature is awaiting

· In progress for the last two years – AFWA signed 

· Aquaculture Drug Coalition and DAWG – Quarterly calls with FDA 

· Types of studies and when they should be done

· Next call in December

· FDA – Guidance to drug industry

· Comments being developed

· INAD Indemnification Agreements – Issue between AR and USFWS but others are all set

· Bird & Fish Related Conflict Working Group – Craig Bonds, TX / Jim Fredericks, ID
· Accomplishments

· In person meeting and 4 virtual meetings

· Summer meeting cancelled – Draft rule and COVID19

· Discussed draft rule and comment letters developed

· National Flyway Council leadership collaboration to develop a letter on issue and get coordination with fisheries interests

· Briefing paper to Directors on how to engage on DCCO

· Discuss the future of workgroup 

· AFWA comments depended on workgroup

· Plenty of work to be done through 2021

· 2021 Workplan

· Final rule analysis

· Engage states on implementation is going and what are the issues/gaps

· Start looking at other birds – White Pelican and Neo-tropic Cormorants

· Monitoring protocol analysis

· Recommendations on fostering coordination

· South Carolina next summer

· Workshop planning for 2022 on implementation, other species and case studies

1:35
AFWA Government Affairs Update – Jen Mock Schaeffer / David Lind, AFWA

· Recovering America’s Wildlife Act

· Sitting in House Transportation Bill

· No non-federal match

· Natural resource resilience projects

· Will add 5% for plant additions

· Wildlife Conservation Education

· SGCN – All vertebrate species that need attention as determined by states and includes plants

· America’s Conservation Enhancement Act

· Passed Senate with some amendments 

· Ready for House action with a few more changes expected
· Includes NFHP

· Agreement reached at this time with minor changes

· Should be cleared to go but unclear which way it will go

· Wallop-Breaux Reauthorization 

· Transportation Action

· Senate moved, passed committee and sitting in Transportation Bill

· Water Resources Development Act

· Passed on House side

· $10 million not in for AIS yet

· Construction project priorities for inland users and natural resiliency

· Senate version – Passed through committee and awaiting Transportation Bill inclusion – AIS in this bill

· Appropriation stalled and CR likely

· Partnership Agreement issues for perpetual maintenance and indemnification

· Appropriations Status

· Mini Omnibus from House

· $36.7 Billion 

· USFWS – 1.3 Billion 

· Senate holdup is not due to policy 

· Scope issues

· CR is likely coming
1:45

National Fish Habitat Partnership Update – Ed Schriever, ID
· changes in Board staffing at USFWS (Eric M and Mike Bailey)

· Board seats (3) up for reappointment

· Wildlife Forever Art Award – Essay based and will be presented on in October

1:55

Administrative Update – Lane Kisonak, AFWA
· Clean Water Act
· Waters of the United States
· AFWA comments put in 

· Requested increased clarity requested for definitions of tribes, ditches and wet lakes and ponds

· Weather condition changes

· Program data for states 

· Final rule had little change

· Definitions of ditches and impoundments – Simplified connections

· Adjacent wetlands defined

· Litigation in progress

· Section 401

· Narrowed scope, conditions, and review time

· Final rule will be published this year

· Litigation pending under court rulings – Time allotment is a major issue
2:00 

USFWS Fish and Aquatic Conservation Program Update – David Hoskins, USFWS

· Dan Casselberry and Rory Ellicker retired 

· AIS

· DOI ICS Framework to support western states to mussel invasions – MOA between federal agencies

· State plan increased $2.0M to $3.8M – Each state will get $91K

· Funding for Dreissenid containment in west from $1M to $2M

· Hatcheries and Applied Science

· In-depth analysis of most expensive programs – 20 programs

· Landlocked ATS and Striped bass

· AMS, cutthroats, LAT and alligator gar have comments out

· Second round on coaster BKD and Paddlefish

· Hatchery modernization

· Contractor at 5 hatcheries reviewing options

· Maintain propagation and stocking programs during the pandemic

· New ways to release recreational species

· Habitat

· New NFHP/Fish Passage Coordinator – Mike Bailey

· New Sikes Act Coordinator – Allison Arnold

· USAF moved $12.9 million to support 122 projects

· Army/Service Natural Resource Conservation Partnerships on bases

· Priority species habitat gap analysis

· AK salmon across the entire state

· Lahontan Cutthroat Trout

· NFHP is one part of their toolbox but is looking at habitat gaps

· AADAP

· Most states with 400+ studies – 72 species – 44 million fish

· Saved 14 million fish with treatments

· Research team submissions to FDA – 2 studies done

· New communications tools

· Communications and Partnerships

· Holly Richards and Gwen – New staff

· SFBPC Charter needs to be resolved and SFBPC is not operating right now

· Being reviewed in Secretary’s office

· Still issues to be resolved

· RBFF - $12 million – 60 in 60

· Widget had 60K session and 35K directions to state pages

· Budget – FY2020 – Up $43M from FY2019 – Likely flat in FY2021

· Hatchery - $64M

· Habitat and Species - $74K

· Maintenance and Equipment - $25M

· AIS - $40M

· Total - $205M

· Great American Outdoors Act - $95 Million for refuge facility work

2:15

USFWS Migratory Bird Program Update – Ken Richkus, USFWS
· DCCO

· Conflicts in face of sustainable DCCO populations

· Human health and safety at airports

· Predation related losses of wild and hatchery fish

· Predation related losses of TES fish

· Losses at aquaculture species

· Co-nesting species issues

· Private property effects 

· Scale – Private ponds to Great Lakes

· Timeline

· 2016 – Orders vacated

· 2017 – EA for permits

· 2018 – Workshops

· 2019 – AFWA BFCWG

· 2019 – Authorized take of DCCO permits from 51K to 74K

· 2020 – Rulemaking and NEPA to include wild and publicly stocked fisheries

· Fall 2020 – Final EIS and management decision (Final Rule)

· 1000 comments on Draft EIS and Rule being examined

· Monitoring program will be developed with states and flyway councils
2:40

Health Break
2:45

USGS Fisheries Program Update – Dave Hu, USGS
· Budget – Flat at $20 million with $3 million for GLSC

· Ecosystems Mission Reorg

· 7 areas to 5 areas – Environmental Health and Landscape

· New Deputy Directors and Chief Scientist

· Program Councils – Internal oversight

· Stakeholders engagement will be included

· Ecoflows/Ecohydrology Initiative with Water Mission Area

· Draft National Strategy for USGS Mollusk Research

· State input is needed 

· SWP is one method

· Aquaculture

· Working to get involved but do not know what it is

· Tribal and Urban STEM

· Shared position with Tribe in OR

· AFS alliance

· ASMFC

· Growth similar to GLFC efforts and formalize relationship with ASMFC and NOAA

· Improve NFH Assessments for Chesapeake Bay Watershed via data correction and update to NHD Plus HR

· Enhancing existing assessment and NFHP Assessments brought funds forward

· New methods for fish id and population assessments using AI/Machine learning

· Crowd sourcing with anglers

· Anglers Atlas

· Working with MD DNR – BKT, Bass and WAE

· Maybe could be done some minnow species

· Both fish in net and underwater camera surveillance

· Rebranding

· Updating vision and business model

· Team

· Create fisheries program interface with large councils

· Baseline snapshot

· Review prior recommendations

· New and updated fisheries program vision

· Business and strategic plans for fisheries

· Communication plan and outreach campaign

· Army of change agents

· Non-FACA external “Fisheries Community Collaborative” with state agencies

· Need guidance on how to proceed

· Program reviews and adjustments

· Federal Fisheries Summit – November 29-December 3, 2021

· Objectives

· Convene all primary federal fisheries agencies – NOAA should be included

· Foundational long-term framework

· Concept Paper done

· NGO input is not clear at this time and AFS is the only non-NGO group

· Draft Framework developed

· Level 1 – Federal foundation

· Level 2 – State

· Level 3 – Collaborative Action Planning

· NFHP would fit here

· SDC input on how USGS could help on the science

· With NFHP bill passage, USGS will actively invest in the work

· Level 4 – Larger community growth and contributions
3:00

EPA Tools for Risk Assessment – Bill Fisher, EPA
· Toxicology Tools, Ecological Risk Assessment 

· EcoTox

· Ecological risk, benchmarks, emergency response

· Hard to get data and uses machine learning to search publications

·  Continuous updating

· 9000 results – 11K chemicals

· 150K requests per month

· Has database query system that has PFAS information

· Chemicals or effects

· WEB-ICE

· Applying data across species without data

· Interspecies model from surrogate to target

· Paired species analysis

· Species sensitivity distributions – Test a broad array of organisms to see hazard level

· Used often for endangered species

· Can use to establish water quality thresholds

· CyAN Mobile App – Android 

· Satellite data analysis

· 2000 lakes and reservoirs – Real time measurement

· 2-3 days

· > 1 km in size

· Can compare multiple locations or one site over time

· Chlorophyll validation done over 26 states and 1000s of points

· CYAN – R2=.95

· Working on making the app work on the web

· National Aquatic Resources Survey

· Each area measured every 2 years

· Indicators – Sampling design – Assessment

· StreamCat and LakeCat – NARS data and landscapes – Model based conditions

· StreamCat – NHD+ - Good stream condition example

· LakeCat – 378K lakes and 136 metrics – Annual N example

· Others

· Smoke Sense – Citizen science 

· SMURF – FW fish model

· FW Explorer – Major ions

· National Stormwater Calculator
3:20

Updating National Aquatic Animal Health Plan – Kathleen Hartman, USDA

· 

2019 in review

· 5 OIE listed pathogens and 2 emerging pathogens

· 2 linked to imports

· 3 endemic pathogens – Only respond to 2 events on farm 

· Tilapia Lake Virus – Emerging pathogen

· 2014 die off in Israel

· Spread across world and by 2018 in Mexico

· Live fingerling Tilapia import is key and virus survives freezing

· Risk assessments are on their website

· Pathogen Detection and had tests ready for confirmation

· CO+ and WY+ - Both were at womens correctional facilities caused serious logistical issues

· FL-

· First detected in ID

· IHHNV

· States without the ability to prevent movement and quarantine are a serious issue – MOAs/MOU transfer authority

· 1981 – HI

· 1990s – SC, TX,FL

· 2013 to 2018 – CA and TX

· 2019 – TX, FL, CA 

· Moved from TX to 13 states and 11 countries

· VS AQ 5 Year Plan

· Capacity is not sufficient for food and animal security for aquaculture

· Building database on wild and farmed fish to allow pathogen analysis

· Goals

· National plan to protect and support aquatic farm health

· Improve and maintain health of aquatic farmed animals

· Increase and expand diagnostic capability

· Mitigate pathogen introduction and movement

· Enhance emergency reporting, response

· Expand and develop aquatic animal health data

· Enhance market access for US products

· FY2022 implementation

· FY2021 Ramp Up

· New National Plan

· CAHPS including all federal aquaculture

· Pathogen testing – Standards needed and many need validation according to IOE

· Criteria for selecting tests 

· Risk evaluation

· Education and training

· National Aquaculture Health Plan and Standards

· EO13921

· Section 9 – Terminated 2008 National Plan

· Developing a new national plan in 180 days

· Draft in progress

· Three standards

· Lab accreditation

· Testing standards

· Aquaculture Health Inspections 

· National Plan Rollout 

· CAHPS Inspection Manual

· Requests to AFS on Bluebook

· State Roundtable

· Wrap Up

· AFS Management – Award Winners – Christopher Estes induced into the Hall of Excellence and Doug Nygren got an excellence award

· FWCA – Need to work on issue offline.  

· Likely a range of committees that need to be engaged.

3:40
State Roundtable
· Cut for time 
3:55

Wrap-up Discussion




4:00

Adjourn
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