








Education, Outreach and 
Stewardship

Connecting Kids with Nature
The Leave No Child Inside movement gained momentum 
with the 2005 publication of “Last Child In the Woods: 
Saving Our Children from Nature-Deficit Disorder’’ written 
by Richard Louv. The Association supports these ideals 
through its North American Conservation Education 
Strategy.

In 2007, the Association donated $20,000 to the Children 
and Nature Network, founded by Louv, to solicit advice 
and guidance from regional leaders, draft an action guide 
for community campaigns, and print and distribute the 
guide as a part of a campaign tool kit to provide guidance 
on building and sustaining regional movements to 
reconnect children with nature. The Association also 
worked with this organization to ensure that its North 
American Conservation Education Strategy was linked 
to the growing movement.

In June, a special initiative of Connecticut Governor 
M. Jodi Rell and coordinated by Connecticut Department 
of Environmental Protection was one of the first in the 
Northeast to encourage families and visitors to enjoy all 
the recreational resources and outdoor activities available 
in Connecticut’s state parks, forests and waterways. It was 
largely successful thanks to the Association’s 2007 
President, Ed Parker. 

Leadership and Development
National Conservation Leadership 
Institute (NCLI)
The Association’s Management Assistance Team 
(MAT) functions as the staff for the NCLI—a world-
class leadership development opportunity serving 
the entire fish and wildlife conservation community. 
Program participants are nominated by the state 
directors, business CEOs, or equivalent, and are 
selected by an independent group of reviewers based 
on their demonstrated level of exceptional leadership 
potential following a rigorous selection process. 

In April, the first NCLI cohort of 35 fellows graduated 
and immediately formed an alumni association and 
website. They remain actively engaged in a variety of 
projects. Several alumni served as coaches for this year’s 
cohort #2 of 36 fellows that completed their 10-day 
residency at the National Conservation Training Center 
in November. After the residency, the fellows work 
individually and in small peer consulting groups, as 
part of their required adaptive leadership challenges, 
on some of the most daunting issues confronting their 
respective organizations. Members of the two cohorts 
plan to meet in spring 2008 and further leverage their 
leadership capacity for national conservation issues. 
Nominations will be accepted from organizations for 
cohort 3 from February – May 31, 2008. For more 
information visit: www.conservationleadership.org.

State Programs Leadership Development
The Management Assistance Team’s (MAT) leadership 
development offerings to state agencies continued to 
grow. In 2007, MAT introduced the Conservation 
Leadership Program of Study (CLPS), a program 
designed to allow any state fish and wildlife agency 
employee to participate in a quality leadership 
development program. The CLPS is structured to give 
states more options to obtain leadership development 
training for employees through online courses or a 
combination of online and face-to-face courses. 

MAT also added three new face-to-face courses to our 
leadership development training portfolio: Emotional 
Intelligence, Mastering Agency Change and Publics, 
Problems, and Politics. These offerings use a new design 
so agencies can more easily incorporate the courses 
into their own leadership development programs. Each 
course uses a new format that includes a facilitator’s 
guide. MAT is working with several states through 
train-the-trainer programs, which will enable states to 
be more flexible and self-sufficient in offering leadership 
development opportunities to their employees. 
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“�Serving as chair of the Association’s Fish and Wildlife Health Committee 
has afforded opportunities to meet with some of the best minds from across the 
nation to explore and share scientific solutions to meet the challenges of our 
states’ fisheries and wildlife health issues.”

�Rebecca Humphries, Director of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources

Recognizing Our Members
Each year, many fish and wildlife agencies, organizations 
and individuals partner with the Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies to help fulfill its mission to be the “voice 
of fish and wildlife agencies.” The Association benefits 
greatly from these relationships, making it possible for the 
Association to focus on finding new ways to strengthen 
conservation and wildlife management initiatives.

U.S. State Fish and Wildlife Agency Members
Alabama Division of Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries

Alaska Department of Fish and Game

Arizona Game and Fish Department

Arkansas Game and Fish Commission

California Department of Fish and Game

Colorado Division of Wildlife

Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection

Delaware Division of Fish and Wildlife

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

Georgia Wildlife Resources Division

Hawaii Department of Land and Natural Resources

Idaho Fish and Game Department

Illinois Department of Natural Resources

Indiana Department of Natural Resources

Iowa Department of Natural Resources

Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

Maine Department of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife

Maryland Department of Natural Resources

Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife

Michigan Department of Natural Resources

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources

Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries & Parks

Missouri Department of Conservation

Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife & Parks

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Nevada Department of Wildlife

New Hampshire Fish and Game Department

New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife

New Mexico Game and Fish Department

New York Division of Fish, Wildlife and Marine Resources

North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission

North Dakota Game and Fish Department

Ohio Division of Wildlife

Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission

Pennsylvania Game Commission

Rhode Island Division of Fish and Wildlife

South Carolina Department of Natural Resources

South Dakota Game, Fish & Parks Department

Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Utah Division of Wildlife Resources

Vermont Department of Fish and Wildlife

Virginia Department of Game & Inland Fisheries

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife

West Virginia Division of Natural Resources

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

Wyoming Game and Fish Department

U.S. Territories
Guam Division of Aquatic and Wildlife Resources

Northern Mariana Islands Department of Lands and Natural 
Resources

Puerto Rico Department of Natural Resources

U.S. Virgin Islands Division of Fish and Wildlife

U.S. Federal Members
Bureau of Land Management

Bureau of Reclamation

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration - Fisheries

National Park Service
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U.S. Federal Members (continued)

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Tennessee Valley Authority

US Fish and Wildlife Service

US Geological Survey

US Department of Agriculture - Forest Service

US Department of Agriculture - APHIS - Veterinary Services

US Department of Agriculture - APHIS-Wildlife Services

North American Members
Canadian Wildlife Service

Manitoba Conservation Department

Fish & Wildlife Division, Alberta Sustainable Resource 
Development 

New Brunswick Department of Natural Resources & Energy

Northwest Territories Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources

Nova Scotia Department of Natural Resources

Nunavut Wildlife

Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources 

Parques y vida Silvestre de Nuevo Leon, Mexico

Saskatchewan Ministry of Environment

International Member
Forestry Bureau, COA, Republic of China

Affiliate Members
Aquatic Resources Education Association

Association for Conservation Information

Association of Conservation Engineers

Association of Midwest Fish and Game Law Enforcement 
Officers

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission

College of Natural Resources (Univ. of Wisconsin)

Great Lakes Fishery Commission

Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission

International Hunter Education Association

National Association of State Boating Law Administrators

Native American Fish & Wildlife Society

North American Wildlife Enforcement Officers Association

Organization for Fish and Wildlife Information Managers

Organization of Wildlife Land and Realty Specialists

Organization of Wildlife Planners

Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission

States Organization for Boating Access

The Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes

Western Pacific Regional Fishery Management Council

Wildlife Disease Association

Contributing Members
American Bird Conservancy

American Eagle Foundation

American Sportfishing Association

Archery Trade Association

BASS/ESPN Outdoors

Bat Conservation International

Boone and Crockett Club

Bowhunting Preservation Alliance

Canadian Wildlife Federation

Council for Environmental Education

Delta Waterfowl Foundation

DiscoverTheOutdoors.com, Inc.

Ducks Unlimited Canada

Ducks Unlimited, Inc.

FishAmerica Foundation

Forest Preserve District of DuPage County

Foundation for North American Wild Sheep

Fur Institute of Canada

Fur Takers of America, Inc.

Future Fisherman Foundation

International Paper-Forest Resources

IWMC World Conservation Trust

Izaak Walton League of America

Manomet Center for Conservation Sciences

Marine Environmental Education Foundation

Mobile Satellite Ventures

Mule Deer Foundation

National Audubon Society

National Bowhunter Education Foundation

National Fish & Wildlife Museum & Zooquarium

National Rifle Association/Conservation, Wildlife and Natural 
Resources Division

National Shooting Sports Foundation, Inc.

National Wild Turkey Federation

National Wildlife Federation

NatureServe

North American Bear Foundation

North American Falconers Association

North American Grouse Partnership

NABCI Coordination Unit, Canadian Wildlife Service

North Dakota Natural Resources Trust

Northwest Marine Technology, Inc.

Paralyzed Veterans of America

Pheasants Forever

Pope and Young Club

Recreational Boating and Fishing Foundation

Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation

Safari Club International

Stratus Consulting, Inc.

Texas Wildlife Association

The Nature Conservancy

The Outdoor Channel

The Peregrine Fund

The Ruffed Grouse Society

Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership

US Sportsmen’s Alliance

Weatherby Foundation International

Wildlife Management Institute
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Financial Profile 2007
The Association’s effectiveness and efficiency are its 
hallmark, maintaining the Association’s responsibilities to 
Congress while remaining responsive to its members and 
partners. The Association’s independently audited financial 
statements and IRS Form 990 are available upon request.

Expenses

Total Expenses
$5,264,346

Revenue

Membership Dues
State: 18%
Federal: 1%
Provincial: >1%
Associate: >1%
Affiliate: >1%

Grant Revenue
Multistate Grants: 25%
International Grants: 3%
Foundation Grants: 7%
Federal Grants: 28%

Other Revenue
Annual Meeting: 5%
Overhead: 5%
Misc. State Contributions: 8%

Total Revenue
$5,279,007

General and
Administration
$1,006,681

2007 Expenses

Conservation Program
$4,257,665

Program Grants
$3,298,780

Membership
$1,028,182

Other Revenue
$952,045.00

2007 Revenue

© Ross Geredien/Good Migrations
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Staff
Matt Hogan
Executive Director

Carol Bambery
Association Counsel

Dave Chadwick
Senior Program Associate

Megan Cook
Teaming with Wildlife Coalition/
Communications Associate

Naomi Edelson
Teaming with Wildlife/Wildlife 
Diversity Director

Jacob Faibisch
Management Assistance Team 
Project Leader

Estelle Green
Administrative Assistant

Dwight Guynn
Management Assistance Team 
Project Leader

Sally Guynn
Management Assistance Team 
Project Leader 

Deb Hahn
Migratory Bird Coordinator

Sally Ann Hardy
Management Assistance Team 
Training Services Administrator

Don MacLauchlan
International Resource Director

Gina Main
Management Assistance Team 
Projects and Creative Manager

Wendy Mansfield
Chief Financial Officer

Angela Rivas Nelson
Executive Assistant

Amber Pairis
Science & Research Liaison

Donna Reeves
Management Assistance Team 
Office and NCLI Grants 
Administrator

Ron Regan
Resource Director

Sean Robertson
Teaming with Wildlife Coalition/
Communications Associate

Jen Mock Schaeffer
Agriculture Conservation Policy 
Analyst

Liz Skipper
Administrative/Accounting 
Assistant

Gary Taylor
Legislative Director

Len Ugarenko
North American Waterfowl 
Management Plan Coordinator

Bryant White
Furbearer Research Coordinator 
(MO) 

Christina Zarrella
Multistate Conservation Grant 
Program Coordinator

Association Staff Update From the Executive Director 
In 2007, the Association was greatly benefited by the 
presence of many excellent state and federal fish and wildlife 
employees who I would like to thank for their efforts along 
with the agencies that supported their work with 
us including:

• �Bob Ashworth, Deputy Assistant Director for Business 
Management and Operations at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, who completed a detail as part of his Senior 
Executive Service development training and worked on the 
National Fish Habitat Action Plan.

• �Carol Bambery, formerly Chief of Legal Services to the 
MI Dept. of Natural Resources, who will become the 
Association’s full time legal counsel in 2008. 

• �Christopher Estes, from the AK Dept. of Fish and Game 
who worked with the facilitation and implementation of 
the National Fish Habitat Action Plan. 

• �Dennis Figg, Wildlife Programs Supervisor for the MO 
Dept. of Conservation who worked a detail with Teaming 
with Wildlife while Naomi Edelson, the Association’s 
Wildlife Diversity Director took maternity leave to care for 
her newborn son, Refael Benjamin Shore.

• ��Mark Humpert, Wildlife Diversity Program Manager for 
the NE Game and Parks Commission who also worked a 
detail with Teaming with Wildlife during Naomi’s mater-
nity leave.

In 2007, the Association also welcomed Sally Hardy, 
Ron Regan and Christina Zarrella as new employees. 
Sally began in October with the Management 
Assistance Team as Training Services Coordinator. 
Ron, the former Wildlife Director of the VT Fish and 
Wildlife Dept. started in April as Resource Director. 

Christina began her position as Multistate Conservation 
Grant Program Coordinator in February.

The Association staff and I are proud to have had the 
opportunity to work with Eric Schwaab and Rachel 
Brittin. Eric returned to the MD Dept. of Natural 
Resources as Deputy Secretary. Rachel’s contributions 
as Public Affairs Director have been numerous, 
and we wish her well in her new position with the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

It is an honor to serve as the Executive Director of the 
Association and work with our talented staff and member 
agencies. I am continually impressed by the Association’s 
accomplishments, which are a testament to our staff 
and the continued commitment and contributions 
of state and provincial agency directors and senior 
agency staff. 2007 was a busy and productive year. 
We will build on those successes in 2008 to continue 
to help state agencies address the challenges facing 
fish and wildlife conservation in North America.

I want to offer a special thanks to Ed Parker, Chief of 
the Bureau of Natural Resources for the CT Dept. of 
Environmental Protection who did an outstanding job 
leading the Association during his presidency. Staff and 
member agencies owe him a debt of gratitude for his 
commitment and contributions to the Association.

Matt Hogan

Executive Director



The Association maintains more than 60 national 
committees, working groups and subcommittees 
composed of more than a thousand professionals 
from the United States, Canada and Mexico. Each 
committee is led by state fish and wildlife agency 
leaders, and is often responsible for the creation 
of important national conservation action. 

Committees, Subcommittees and Working Groups

“Amidst the many and varied conservation challenges facing State Fish and 
Wildlife Agency Directors, I find great comfort in the steadfast support, 
capabilities and collective wisdom provided by the Association’s strong 
committee structure and effective leadership.” 

Dan Forster, Director of the Georgia Wildlife Resources Division

The Association’s committees meet for one week 
twice a year (March and September), where they share 
information, provide updates and decide their goals 
for the year. At the end, each committee chair gives 
a brief report of actions to the entire membership 
during the Association’s Business Meeting. In turn, this 
affects the Association’s Strategic Plan and influences 
the collective state fish and wildlife agency agenda.

Committeees:
Agricultural Conservation

Angler/Boating Participation

Annual Meeting/Awards/Nominating

Association Budget

Audit

Bird Conservation

Education, Outreach & Diversity

Energy & Wildlife Policy

Federal & Tribal Relations

Fish & Wildlife Health

Fish & Wildlife Trust Funds

Fisheries & Water Resources Policy

Hunting & Shooting Sports 
Participation

International Relations

Invasive Species

Law Enforcement

Leadership & Professional 
Development

Legal

Legislative/Federal Budget

National Grants

Resolutions

Science and Research

Strategic Issues

Sustainable Wildlife Use

Teaming with Wildlife

Technologies & Data Utilization

Threatened & Endangered Species 
Policy

Wildlife Resource Policy

Working Groups:
Aquaculture Drug Approval

Biofuels

CITES Technical

Climate Change

Coal

Commodity

Conservation Compliance

Conservation Reserve Program

Conservation Securities Program

Dove/Lead Toxicosis

Environmental Quality Incentives

Federal Aid Joint Task Force

Forestry

Field Office Technical Guide

Farm and Ranchland Protection 
Program

Grassland Reserve Program

Human and Wildlife Conflict

Landowner Incentive Program

Migratory Shore and Upland 
Gamebird

National Flyway Council

National Fish Habitat Board

Non-toxic Ammunition

Oil Shale/Tar Sands

Onshore Gas and Oil

President’s Committee on Clean 
Water Act Jurisdictions

Partners in Flight/ Shorebird/ 
Waterbird

Public Access

Resident Game Bird

Task Force on Association Meetings

Technical Service Provider

U.S. Furbearer Conservation

Waterfowl

Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program

Wind Power/Transmission Corridors

Wetlands Reserve Program
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